
About us, about you
An Appeal to fellow citizens, activists, people, concerned ones

♦ What is happening?
Activists in China have been experiencing a tumultuous time of government repression since President

Xi assumed power in 2013. The “enforced disappearances” even exceed the total number from the 

widespread  suppression  of  activists  in  2011,  when  Chinese  authorities  reacted  to  online  calls  for 

“Jasmine rallies” inspired by Arab Spring. 

For years, pressure from western governments and international NGOs has been one of the very few

influences containing the Chinese authoritarian regime. However, with the growing Chinese market, 

economic interests have become more prevalent, human rights issues become largely disregarded. For 

politicians,  human rights  issues  may  be  bargaining  tools,  but  never  the  priorities  in  their  agenda. 

Despite its poor human rights practices, China was duly elected by the General Assembly as a member 

of United Nations Human Rights Council on 12 November 2013. More recently, during Chinese Prime

Minister Li Keqiang's visit to Germany in October 2014, German Chancellor Merkel failed to mention 

the numerous detentions of Chinese people voicing support for Hong Kong protest, including the Die 

Zeit news assistant Zhang Miao. Rather, she praised the “very intensive cooperation [...] not just in  

classical areas such as trade and investment but also in a variety of fields such as the rule of law and  

human rights.”

With  the  increased growth of  the  Chinese  economy (at  the  cost  of  labor  rights,  environment  and 

culture): is there no way we can stop China in its wanton behaviors? We, the people can NOT sit back 

and wait for politicians to change the world for us. Rather, we should create international dialogue 

among politically committed individuals and groups from grassroots movements and civil society's

organizations. We come from various backgrounds and suffer from different forms of oppression, we 

have multiple demands and understandings of the word, but aren't we part of the same struggle for 

dignity and freedom? 

♦ Why should you care?
National authorities are using repression as a way of containing social unrest all around the world. We 

all know, that this does not only happen in countries like Indonesia, Laos, Iran, and Mexico, but also in 

the so called “liberal democracies”. The US and the European Union's increasingly harsh and inhuman 

policies  on  border  control  and  emigration  are  outstanding  examples.  “Sovereignty”  and  “national 

security” are used as excuses for silencing dissidents and marginalizing people of different race, sexual

identity and political ideologies. 

The Chinese governments strong censorship and control of the Internet and its harsh stance towards 

separatist  movements  have  spurred  some  critical  debate  outside  of  its  borders.  Little  is  known, 

however, about the situation of grassroots political actors in China. Their voices are silenced both

within the country and outside, but they do exist. We believe that greater international awareness and 

understanding of their causes can support their struggles and make them less vulnerable. 

We are already connected with them in many ways, through the consumption of products “Made in 

China”, for instance. Because of the growing weight of China in the global market economy many

governments have turned a blind eye on political prisoners, exploited workers and the many other dark 

sides of the country's economic growth. We should not.  



The “rise” of China is both a big topic and a blind spot, which many of us know little about. A greater  

understanding of the situation in the country- starting from the grassroots - is increasingly relevant for 

our understanding of the world we live in today, and for finding ways to transform it.  As socially 

engaged individuals and critical thinkers we should not accept the silence around political action in 

China. At the very last, we can send a postcard in the hope of brightening up the dreary circumstances 

of the political prisoners – a sign of solidarity which increases the possibility of their release and better 

treatment. 

♦ Who are we?
We are not associated with political parties. We are not an organization. We are simply people who 

care. According to Chinese authority, we are probably “a small group of people” used by anti-China 

forces that attempt to subvert the Chinese regime. Most likely we would be tagged as capitalists, spies, 

imperialists, people who do not understand or respect the particularity of the Chinese nation. 

We,  however,  perceive  ourselves  as  beyond  national  entities;  people  who  keep  questioning  any 

establishment, any politician; people who believe in pluralism, global solidarity, people's power; not 

aiming to impose a single ideology, strategy or story. And above all we share the common conviction 

that nobody should be jailed randomly, only because of his or her ideas and political engagement. 

♦ What do we want to achieve?
In the short  term: Encourage engaged individuals and groups to get  to know more about political 

repression in China, to critically discuss its relevance for other contexts. Make arrive as many postcards 

as possible in Chinese prisons. Signs of solidarity may provide some psychological support to light up 

their  dreary situation.  They can also increase the possibly for  political  prisoners  to  be released or 

treated better.

In  the  long  term:  Stop  arbitrary  detentions  and  enforced  disappearances  of  dissidents  to  illegal 

detention facilities, the intimidation and silencing of the people in China and their denial of the most 

basic civic, social and political rights. 

We  envision  solidarity  between  people  living  in  different  countries,  create  dialogues  and  mutual 

support  across  borders.  We believe  in  the  collective  pool  of  human intelligence  and solidarity  in 

countering injustice, and in that nobody is free #UntilAllAreFree. 

♦ How can you help?

• Read the stories [link]

• Send some postcards [link]

• Spread the word: share the information, post on social media, like our page, encourage your 

friends to do the same. [links below]

♦ We also encourage you to:

• Print out the posters and leaflets, distribute them in your locale, organize events and spread the 

word. [link]

• Write to us if you have ideas, thoughts, comments, suggestions!

◊ Website: https://untilallarefreed.wordpress.com

◊ Email: Until.All.Are.Free@riseup.net 

◊ Facebook: https://facebook.com/pages/Until-All-Are-Free/818686368203584

◊ Twitter: https://twitter.com/UntilAll_Free


